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Evanston/Skokie
School District 65

Who We Are:

Approximately 8,000 Students in PreK - 8th Grade

Buildings:Ten K-5 Elementary; Three 6-8 Middle; Two K-8
Magnet, One Special Education, One Pre-K

Student Population: 42% White; 27% Black; 19%
Hispanic; 4% Asian; 7% Multi-racial

SES: 43% Low Income; 38% F/R Lunch; 6 Title | Schools



Our Current Roadmap:

District 65 Literature/Language Arts
CCSS Middle School Curriculum Roadmap

Revised 2013
o
Workshop Launch - Establishing a Community of Readers and Writers
6t Grade Launch = 15 days 7' Grade Launch = 15 days 8t Grade Launch = 15 days
Assessments: Assessments: Assessments:

* MAP - reading

* On-Demand - reading & writing
* Interest inventories/surveys

* Reading levels/stamina

Establishing Community & Developing
Routines

* MAP - reading

* On-Demand - reading & writing
* Interest inventories/surveys

* Reading levels/stamina

Establishing Community & Developing
Routines

* MAP - reading

* On-Demand - reading & writing
* Interest inventories/surveys

* Reading levels/stamina

Establishing Community & Developing
Routines

Units of Study

Order to be determined by Site-based Grade Level Teams

6t Grade Units = 30 days each

7 Grade Units = 30 days each

Genre: Short Stories with Drama** component

Reading Product: Literary Analysis*
Writing Product: Narrative
(30 instructional days)

Reading Literature:
RL6.1,6.2,6.3,6.7
Writing:

we6.3

Genre: Short Stories with Drama** component

Reading Product: Literary Analysis*®
Writing Product: Narrative
(30 instructional days)

Reading Literature:
RL7.1,7.2,7.3,7.7
Writing:

w73

Reading Product: Literary Analysis*
Writing Product: Narrative
(30 instructional days)

Suggested Unit - Traditional Stories with
Modern Fiction

Reading Literature:
Focus: RL8.6,8.7,89
Reinforce: RL8.1-8.3

Writing:
w83,89

Language: L 8.5

Genre: Short Stories with Drama** component




Unit of Study - 7th Grade

Genre: Civil Rights - Book Club Novels & Research
Reading Product: Literary Analysis - author’s intent
Writing Product: Research PowerPoints

Standards:

Focus: RL 7.9 - Compare fiction to historical account

waemr o RI 7.7 - different media & RI 7.9 - two or more authors

4/ W 7.2 - informational & 7.9 - evidence from research

AC 2 Reinforce: RL 7.1 (cite evidence), 7.2 (theme), 7.3 (story
NS elements)



Essential Questions

e What makes ordinary people do
extraordinary things?

e When is it appropriate to challenge the
beliefs or values of a society?



What they know...

.
e

IMAGINE .
THIS WAS YOU
SCHOOL

In 1951, anmmmwmw -
Mmm-ﬁummpuumh :
schools. These schools were supposed to be
but equal,” but they never were. Where
comfortable,




Students researched aspects of
history from their novels, then...

analyzed how these aspects were
presented in their novels.



Unit of Study - 6th Grade

Genre: Poetry and Fiction - Novels in Verse 3
Reading Product: Literary Analysis - tracing theme &S
Writing Product: Poetry

Standards:
Focus: RL 6.4 - word choice & effect on meaning
RL 6.5 - structure - how parts fit to whole

Reinforce: RL 6.1 (cite evidence) & 6.2 (theme)



Tracing Theme: Beginning with the Big Ideas...




Exploding a Definition




Essential Questions...
Drive our purpose for reading

What does it mean
to belong?

Why is compassion
important?

- How do challenges shape our
| identity?

How do challenges
shape our identity?




Narrative Nonfiction Text - Mentor Text to

« Is an Immigrant

¥ Negrty 40 milion peogke in America
ware bam in 3
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Students needed a
common text to deepen
their understanding of
the big ideas and the
child immigrant
experience



Putting It All Together- Nonfiction helps unlock our
understanding of the immigrant experience.

Different
Like You

BY JESSICA HERNANODEZ,
AS TOLD TO JANE DIANCW
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Student Work

Being accepted is a wonderful feeling when you really belong. Actually belonging is

when you don't have to change who you are at all. In my novel in verse All the broken pieces
the author Ann E. Burg shows how Matt Pin felt belonging with a Vietnam veteran, they were
telling their stories. In the text it say " | see their faces everywhere, he says | hear screaming
and crying......... He knew he was dying we both did". In the text evidence this shows how
Matt belonged with someone that almost had the same experience as he did. Also, | think that
Matt felt like he belonged in this evidence because he felt happy. He had someone to talk to
and he felt he belonged because he had something in in common with someone. | can infer
that Matt was happy to tell someone his story because you can relate to someone else and
you know you are not the only one. Furthermore belonging can be amazing because you

Hon't have to change and you can feel good.



Student Work

Belonging is accepting yourself for who you are and having others do the same. Matt

Pin from “All The Broken Pieces” is explaining his story to Rob when he thinks to himself

“It's strange- in my dreams, | can never see her face, but when | tell Rob, | see it all- like
a movie- | see her face, open and clear, her dark eyes holding me.” For example, this
explains that Matt is feeling belonging because after he explains his life to Rob, Matt can
see his own past and understand it. Of course, now Rob knows Matt’s struggles and can
relate his memories about his brother dying from the war to Matts’ experiences with his

biological moml.



Unit of Study - 8th Grade

Genre: Poetry and Fiction - Yummy & Bronx Masquerade
Reading Product: Literary Analysis*™ ”
Writing Product: Poetry

Standards:
Focus: RL 8.4 - word choice & effect on meaning
RL 8.5 - differing structure of two or more texts

Reinforce: RL 8.1 (cite evidence) & 8.2 (theme)



Essential Questions:

*Why do authors choose to write in different genres?
*What effect do genres have on readers’ understanding
of atopic? _ __ e




Informed Interpretations




Yummy

Students set a reading purpose, figured out how to
track their thinking, and took notes while they read.




Yummy

Students’ understanding of the fiction was heightened by
introducing the non-fiction. Understanding the author’s
craft helped them realize how they should be responding to
the text.

YUMMY

e Lnst"i)s Soumsuh ShO“t\
s Rendy DuBur




Time Magazine Article

Students read this non-fiction piece
tracking their emotional response to
the text AND differences between
this version and Yummy.




Preparing for Discussion

Students had to write two discussion questions
focusing on author’s craft.

e Why did the author...?
e Do you agree/disagree with the author's choice to...?
e Which version...?

e What was the author trying/thinking/suggesting...?



Extending Our Study of Author’s Craft

NIKKI GRIMES

18 students tell this story and share
their poems.

How does Nikki Grimes speak with
18 different voices?




Benefits

--Appropriate instruction to engage all learners
Differentiated instruction
Provide choice
Highly engaging

--Student writing and reasoning are more
sophisticated.



Other Units
6th Grade -

Multicultural novels - researching setting and culture
Disability Awareness - researching disability

7th Grade -

Dystopian - researching technology

8th Grade -

Fairy tales - arguing whether fairy tales are good for children
Genocide - researching the setting and culture of the novels/
memoirs



Feel free to contact us!

dickinsons@district65.net

nicholss@district65.net

youngbloodl@district65.net




